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WHY THE SOVIET MOLE
CAML; IN FROM THE COLD

__ __ByPETER FEARON

BRITISH secret agents who controlled
Soviet double agent Oleg Gordievski for 20
years welcomed him like a long-lost brother
after his “defection.”

The official story: Gordievaki, the 46-year-old
head of the KGB's London station, had unexpect-
edly come over to the West with information on 25
Russian agents working in Britain,

In reality, the top ranking KGB officer had been
puiled out of service after spending virtually his en-
tire career as a double agent.

Gordievski, taken to -
an imposing safe house
in the rolling Cotswold
hills of southeast Eng- _
land, was toasted with
Louis Rodier
champagne at a party
feat miniature
mountains of Beluga
caviar.

Behind the smiles,
laughter and congratu-
lation was irritation and
disappointment,

For the ultimate
of the Gordievski opera-
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tion had failed.

Gordievski's next post Couid blow “cover.”
after serving as head of
London station was to Gordievski was re- _

have been at Moscow
Center, headquarters of
the KGB.
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Soviet
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British intelligence.

cruited to answer the
deep penetration of the
British secret services.
Moscow recruited a
number of moles rit-
ish versities In the

18308 and order: em
to targe overnmen!

gence services.

Gordievaki turned the
tables. Then came the de-
fection of top West Ger-
man counter-intelligence
agent Hans-Joachim
Tiedge to East Germany.

Tiedge did not know
Gordievaki's identity, but
he may have known
enough to point the Rus-
sians in the right direc-
tion.

So Gordievski was
pulled out, leaving the
Russians to begin a
Moscow witchhunt for
officers who helped his
career, assisted him in

g€ promotions —
and, more important,
for his recruiters.
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